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Chairman’s Corner 
Car parking and Cart storage 
Carparking at the club has been an ongoing problem for more than a decade and 
recently two of the three insurers of Golf Clubs have refused to provide insurance if 
non club owned carts are stored under or near the Club house facility. Therefore, 
the Board decided to be proactive and investigate options to address both of these 
issues as we do not want to wait and be told that the remaining insurer also decides 
not to insure the club. The Board invited a number of companies specializing in this 
area to provide independent advice on the options available to address these issues. 

After lengthy discussions and inspections of the Club precinct with each of the applicants the Board ap-
pointed Planit Consulting to provide a comprehensive report. A number of options were presented and 
after discussion, the Board requested Planit to provide a variation to option 3 which is a larger 100 cart 
storage shed as stage one with a future option for additional sheds in the future if and when they are 
needed. 
 

On 20th October 2025 we held a members information night detailing the possible options to address the 
issue of car parking problems and cart storage. Prior to the meeting, plans for the proposed options were 
put on display at the Club and on the website. Forty members attended this information session. Of the 
forty that were in attendance only three had objections to utilizing the driving range area to alleviate the 
problems of car parking and cart storage. We also received a few written submissions on possible alter-
nate solutions prior to the information meeting. All of which had been considered by Planit but dismissed 
as not being viable for various reasons. The Club will be writing to those that made these suggestions and 
explain why these ideas were dismissed and did not from part of the options presented to members. 
 

On the 25th October 2025 the Board met and considered all of the issues raised at the meeting of 20th Oc-
tober as well as the written submissions received. The Board have decided to move ahead with option 3 
staged (100 low profile cart storage shed with 53 car parking spots) and option 5 (Eastern car park which 
is an increase from 30 to 48 carparking spots). A three- or four-hole mini course with a bunker will be de-
veloped at the southern end of the existing driving range which will be available to members to practice 
their short game and will also be utilized to develop the skills of juniors. New driving bays with nets will 
be incorporate into the plan which will be able to be used for training, club fitting as well as simulated 
golf. The entry way into the club precinct will also be part of the project which will have improved lighting 
and safe pedestrian access to the Club. The area currently used for members cart storage under the club 
house will be opened up and members will be able to park their carts in this area and utilize the club facil-
ities before rehousing their carts in the new cart shed. As the carts will not be on charge while utilizing 
the club facilities it will not compromise the insurance of the club house.  
 
One of the suggestions from the 20th October meeting was to  

put a cover over the carparking area to protect parked cars  

from stray drives off the 9th tee. This will be costed out and  

considered as an alternative to a net adjacent to the area. 



While we have a DA variation already submitted to Council for approval for the eastern car parking area, 
we still need to submit a DA for the cart storage and car parking area on the existing driving range. As car 
parking is a large existing issue, we are reluctant to move ahead with the eastern carpark in the immedi-
ate future because it would take out too many car parking spots while work would be undertaken which 
would only exacerbate our car parking issues. Therefore, we are planning to do the cart storage and car-
park project on the existing driving range first and closely followed by the Eastern car park work. We an-
ticipate that it will take approximately fifty or more weeks to go through the process of obtaining the DA 
and doing the proposed works. We are now working on the DA and concurrently developing the docu-
mentation detailing the scope of works to be undertaken necessary for the calling for tenders. 
 

Club House work 
Members and visitors will have noticed that work is currently underway in the main entrance way near 
the office area. For safety reasons we have had to close off that entrance while work is being undertaken. 
Once completed the entrance will be streamlined and improved. The ATM will be relocated to this area 
which will then improve the availability of the lounge area near the TAB. On behalf of the Board, I thank 
you for your patience and apologise for any inconvenience but I am sure the improvements will be well 
worth it. 
 

The issue of smoke smells in the club house is being investigated. We are looking at upgrading and 
ducting the exhaust fans in the smoking area. We have ordered a new sliding door from this area into the 
Club and hopefully both of these will address the problem. The issue of smoke smells coming from the 
southern walkway into the toilet area is also a problem that we are aware of and we are hoping to find a 
solution to this in the near future.  
 

AGM 
The annual general meeting will be held at the Club on Sunday 30th November 2025 at 11am. 
 

Election Results 
Nominations closed for directors positions on Friday 24th October 2025. There were 9 nominations for 9 
director positions and therefore all are elected unopposed. Graham Nelson (aka Nelly) and Graham Ros-
enbaum (aka Darb) decided not to re nominate this year. Nelly has done several stints over decades as a 
director of the club and was our Cub Captain before mentoring and handing over the reins of Club Captain 
to Shannon Murnane a year ago. Darb also has been a director of the Club for many years and was for a 
number of those years the President of the Club. While we will miss their input at Board level I am sure 
that we can call on them in the future if we need to tap into the wisdom and knowledge that they have. 
 

Two new directors will be joining our Board after the AGM on 30th November 2025, Barbra Blunden and 
Deb Souter. The Board are looking forward to working with them and are very happy that there will be a 
female influence and insight at Board level.  
 

On the course 
Playing members will have noticed that work has been done around the 15th, 16th and 17th fairways along 

the tree lines and the drainage ditch across the 15th fairway. The path from the 15th green to the 16th tee 

has been prepared for a cement pathway for many months now but due to wet weather and the softened 

ground we have been unable to get cement trucks to this area without causing major damage along the 

way. At the time of writing we have booked in again the cement trucks, and we are hopeful that rain does 

not come until after these works are finally done. 

 
Wayne Kendrigan 
Chairman 



   20 Wharf St 

Unit 5, 50 Murwillumbah st 

General Managers Report 
Dear Members, 
 
October has been a productive and eventful month around the Club, with progress both on and off the 
course despite some challenging weather along the way. 
 

Clubhouse Renovations 
Our Clubhouse entrance renovations are nearly complete, transforming the look and feel of the main en-
try area. The works have temporarily redirected members and guests through the Sports Bar doors, and 
we sincerely thank everyone for their patience and understanding. Once complete, the new entrance will 
provide a much-improved first impression and a more functional space for members. 
 

15th Hole Cart Path Works 
On the course, the long-awaited concrete pour on the 15th hole cart path was successfully completed 
this month. The first day of the pour was challenging due to the high temperature. The second day of the 
pour was challenging due to the significant rain. Despite this the team finished the pour to a high stand-
ard. Thank you to our Course team and Brownie for their persistence and hard work. 
 

Golf Shop Update 
Congratulations to Duncan, who has officially taken on the role of Golf Shop Manager. Duncan’s dedica-
tion to service and commitment to our members will continue to elevate the experience at Murwil-
lumbah. 
 

Reminder – Annual General Meeting 
A reminder that our Annual General Meeting is planned for 11:00am on Sunday, 30 November in the 
Clubhouse. We encourage all eligible members to attend—your participation is vital to the governance 
and future direction of the Club. 
 

As always, thank you for your continued support and positivity around the Club. Your patience during the 
renovations and enthusiasm for everything we do make a real difference. 
See you around the Club, 

 

Shaun Breheny 

General Manager 

 



Promotions Report 

Melbourne Cup Luncheon at                              

Murwillumbah Golf Club!  
 
What an awesome day we had                          
celebrating the race that stops the nation! 
The clubhouse looked gorgeous with 
beautifully decorated tables,                                   
accompanied by delicious meals and                  
everyone dressed to impress.  
 
We had plenty of prizes for the best 
dressed plus a lucky big winning trifecta!  
 
Big thanks to everyone who came along 
for such a relaxed, fun afternoon — great 
food, great company, and lots of laughs. 
  
We can’t wait to do it all again next year!  

 



Aileens Amazing Milestone! 

A Very Special Celebration at Murwillumbah Golf Club!  
 
On Tuesday 28th October we pulled off a surprise get-together to 
celebrate someone truly special — Aileen Rayner, who has 
reached an incredible milestone of 45 years with Murwillumbah 

Golf Club!  
 
For more than four decades, Aileen has been at the heart of our 
club — welcoming members, keeping everything running smooth-
ly, and always doing it with kindness, care, and a smile. She’s seen 
the club grow and change over the years, and has been a con-
stant source of warmth and dedication through it all. 
 
Here’s to Aileen and her amazing 45 years — what an achieve-
ment!  

 
Christmas parties and end of year functions are booking up fast. We would love to host your events. 
From 9 holes of Ambrose Golf (Even non golfers can play Ambrose) to drinks and nibbles, to full set 3 
course meals, we can accommodate it all! 



Captains Report 
Congratulations to Murray Fitzpatrick who overcome Michael Knight in an 18 hole playoff for the junior 
vet title from the men’s club championships.  
 
We have come out the other side of the golf link to golf connect software update but if you are still hav-
ing trouble, please see the proshop.  
 
A couple of rules that have come up recently, you CANNOT declare your ball lost. It’s a common miscon-
ception that you can declare your ball lost, but the Rules of Golf never allow you to do this. Indeed, the 
Definitions section addresses this issue head-on, defining “lost” as: “The status of a ball that is not found 
in three minutes after the player or their caddie (or the player’s partner or partner’s caddie) begins to 
search for it. A ball does not become lost as a result of the player declaring it to be lost.” So, if you hit 
your ball into a bad spot, turn to your fellow players and say, “I’m declaring that one lost,” that holds no 
water. Even if you don’t want to look for it, your opponent or playing companions may still do so, and if 
they find it, or think they’ve found it, you can’t just say “that ball is lost” and ignore it. If you really don’t 
want to risk finding your original ball because you fear it’s going to be in a very bad spot, you can just play 
another ball under stroke and distance without declaring it a provisional ball. But be warned – it auto-
matically becomes the ball in play and even if you find your original ball in the middle of the fairway after 
an unseen ricochet, you aren’t allowed to play it.  
 
Please be aware that on the 16/17th hole at Murwillumbah where the concrete culvert is there is some 
yellow stakes in place at either end to indicate the penalty area boundary. If you ball lies in this zone you 
have to adhere to the yellow penalty area relief options of either play as it lies, take stroke-and-distance 
relief by playing a ball from a relief area based on where the previous stroke was made or take back-on-
the-line relief by dropping a ball outside the penalty area, keeping point X between the hole and the spot 
where the ball is dropped. On a side note, if you ball is lying on one of the bridges over the culvert and is 
located inside the yellow penalty when we have preferred lies in place you are not allowed to have a pre-
ferred lie.  
 
When dropping from a path or other immovable obstruction, many people mistakenly believe that 
they're entitled to a perfect lie and line because they don't really understand, or forget, exactly what it is 
they're taking relief from. You are only getting relief from that specific immovable obstruction or abnor-
mal course condition, so if the relief area measured from your nearest point of complete relief takes you 
unavoidably into thick rough, a bush or behind a tree, that is where you have to drop if you elect to take 
free relief as there is no free relief from such elements in the general area. Many golfers will say, “Oh, I 
can’t drop there because I’ll get a terrible lie in the rough, so I’ll drop over here in this shorter grass.” But 
you don’t get free relief from thick rough, trees, bushes, dreadful lies etc in the general area so if that is 
where the relief area measured from your nearest point of complete relief takes you, that is where you 
must drop if you decide to take free relief. Remember, it’s ‘nearest’ not ‘nicest’ point of complete relief - 
the location of that spot is not negotiable and you are not guaranteed a perfect lie or line. 
 
Shannon Murnane 
Captain 

https://www.golfmonthly.com/videos/rules/golf-rules-lost-ball
https://www.golfmonthly.com/videos/rules/golf-rules-explained-provisional-ball
https://www.golfmonthly.com/videos/rules/rules-golf-nearest-point-relief


MORNINGTON MAYHEM 
FOR 12 MEMBERS WITH OVER 
250 YEARS MEMBERSHIP.  
 
Recently 12 members travelled to the Morn-
ington Peninsula in Victoria to play 5 of the 
finest golf courses in Australia. St Andrews 
Beach, Rosebud North, Moonah Links(both 
courses) and The Dunes were chosen this 
year. With over 250 years of combined MGC 
membership most of them are starting to age. 
However there was still some great golf 
played. Stand out round was Ryan Balmain
(the kid) who shot 4 under par around The 
Dunes which he had never seen before. 
 
Golfers from left to right- 
Joel Dunne, Keith Gordon, Paul Fahy, Peter 
Heath, Warren Colefax, Alan Bignell, Rick 
Souter, Ryan Balmain, Glenn Veares, Dale Ra-
blin, John Walker and Keith O'Grady. 

All this talk of Sheds, carparks and 
renovations got us thinking about 
the very first Clubhouse construc-
tions…. And how differently things 
were done back then…... 

The first “Shed” constructed on 
the MGC grounds was a club-
house and pictured the enthu-
siastic volunteers who dug the 
foundations and poured the 
concrete. This volunteering 
“Building method” will never 
happen again……. 



November Golf Fixtures 

 

Monday, 10 November 2025 Vets 4BBB Single Card White and Red Tees  

Tuesday, 11 November 2025 Ladies 3 Clubs + Putter (Team event) Red Tees 

Wednesday, 12 November 
2025 

Men's Single Stableford White Tees 

Thursday, 13 November 2025 Ladies Single Stableford Red Tees 

Friday, 14 November 2025 Single Stableford Medley White & Red Tees 

Saturday, 15 November 2025 
Men's Single Stableford White Tees 
Ladies Single Stableford Red Tees 

Sunday, 16 November 2025 Single Stableford Medley White & Red Tees 

Monday, 17 November 2025 Vets Single Stableford White & Red Tees 

Tuesday, 18 November 2025 Ladies Single Stableford Red Tees 

Wednesday, 19 November 
2025 

Men's Single Stableford White Tees 

Thursday, 20 November 2025 Captains (Green) V Presidents (Gold) 4BBB Stableford Match Play 

Friday, 21 November 2025 Single Stableford Medley White & Red Tees 

Saturday, 22 November 2025 
Men's Single Stableford White Tees with 2B Aggregate in conjunction 

Ladies Single Stableford Red Tees 

Sunday, 23 November 2025 Single Stableford Medley White & Red Tees 

Monday, 24 November 2025 Vets Best 3 of 4 Stableford White & Red Tees 

Tuesday, 25 November 2025 Ladies Single Stableford Red Tees 

Wednesday, 26 November 
2025 

Men's Single Stableford White Tees with 4BBB in conjunction 

Thursday, 27 November 2025 Ladies Fun Event Christmas Presentation Day  

Friday, 28 November 2025 Single Stableford Medley White & Red Tees 

Saturday, 29 November 2025 
Men's Single Stableford White Tees 
Ladies Single Stableford Red Tees 

Sunday, 30 November 2025 RDA Charity Golf Day 4 Person Ambrose 


