
 
 
 

Apologies from our Chairman Keith O’Grady  for not being able to do a report as he was away on a 
Golf trip, and then headed home to the devastation, including significant damage to Williams 
Group Stores.  
 
Driving through Murwillumbah and seeing the destruction left from Ex-Cyclone Debbie’s aftermath 
is truly devastating. So many businesses have been affected by the flood. However the community 
spirit is a wonderful thing to see with so many pitching in to help where needed. 
 
From what I have been told by a few of our regulars that have been involved with the club for many 
decades, this is by far the worst damage they have seen. It is a major job for Brian and he’s team 
and they appreciate all efforts so far from Members that have popped in to help with the clean up. 
The cleanup will be ongoing for sometime so any help is always welcome. 
 
March has been a very wet and slow month for golf. We had 17 days of rain for the month, which 
has affected golf play dramatically. Not to mention the last 2 days in March where Ex-cyclone  
Debbie did not miss our poor town!  
 
Onto some better news, can you believe we have had our highest ever KENO win! $55 318.80  
So great to see such a large win in a small club! Congratulations to our Friday night regulars Mark 
and Trish from the Bray Park Petrol Station for taking home the life changing win! They also hap-
pened to be the only lucky petrol station in town to not get flooded.  
 
The staff have all completed  their First Aid training and are now all up to date. They now all have 
a deeper understanding and will be more prepared in an emergency. We have also booked the bar 
staff to complete more barista training to make better coffees and hot beverages for all our mem-
bers to enjoy. 
 
Remember to see Brad Johnson, for all your Golf lesson needs. Remember the Golf Range is 
OPEN! His knowledge will definitely improve your golf game. Any members with children who 
are interested in learning golf, whether they play already or have never played before Brad 
is running a Junior Golf Clinic on the 10th, 11th & 13th of April.  
 
Ocean Shore Country Club have been kind enough to offer our Members free social play 
and Members price for competition fees, while 
our course is unplayable. Phone 0266801008. 
 
Lets hope this month is a better one for Golf, 
 
Gary Thatcher 
Secretary Manager 
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Manager’s Report 

Wet Course and Golf Hint 
When you play a wedge from deep rough it’s 
important that you keep the clubface stable 
through impact. Tall grass tends to grab the 
hosel and twist the clubface closed. To              
prevent this, play the ball back in your stance, 
so you have a steeper angle of approach, and 
firm up your grip, especially through impact.  



Golf Shop Report 
Thanks to all the volunteers who have given their time to help out with the course clean up! We 
are trying to get the course open up to our members as soon as possible. Daily showers have not 
helped. Please check the web page regularly to see when the course is opening up again. 
 
The new Taylormade M1 & M2 drivers are scheduled to arrive in the Golf Shop later this month 
carrying with them a stellar reputation and plenty of hype in the golf industry. We will be offering 
demo clubs with a varied selection of shafts to suit all skill levels. Ask our experienced staff about 
trying the driver that will elevate your game. 

 

 

 

 

What Debbie Left Behind…... 



The Men’s Foursomes Championships were run on Sunday 12/3/2017 with a pleasing field of 70 
competitors taking up the challenge. Lee Manning & Nathan Baker (Aka Team Titleist) were the 
eventual Champions with 111 Gross while Jake Dinsey & Jarred Thompson were a close 2

nd
 fin-

ishing with 113 Gross for the 27 holes. Congratulations to everyone who competed and a full list 
of the day’s winners is available in the Golf Shop. 
 
The Earle Williams 4BBB Match Play Tournament will be rescheduled once the course is play-
able. 
 
Welcome to Alex Hunt who has joined the Golf Shop team to help with the ongoing upkeep and 
maintenance of our carts. His youthful enthusiasm gives me confidence that he will be diligent 
and thorough with any task he is given.  
 

SATURDAY WINNERS IN MARCH 
MARCH 4

TH
 – A grade Greg Carroll B grade Geoff Mahoney C grade Anthony Gilbertson                

D grade Ian Ross Women’s Marilyn Parkes 
MARCH 11

th
 – No Competition due to wet weather 

MARCH 18
th
 - A grade Peter Tomsett B grade Chris Breen C grade Adrian Gorton D grade Ben 

Harris Women’s Vicki Rayner 
MARCH 25

th
 – A grade John Whitehouse B 

grade Adrian Gorton Women’s Sandy Menin 
Congratulations to all the winners.   
                                                                                                               
                                                                                                             
Enjoy your golfing month 
                                                                                                                     
Adam Causley– Golf Operations Manager 

                                                                                                          

 

Talk about that KENO Win!!!!! 

Well done Mark!!! 
Great to see Social Members Mark & 
Trish win excess of $50,000!!! 
 
How did they do it you ask? 
Each Friday Night, Mark Plays his 
lucky 8 numbers  spending around 
$10-$20. He only varies the numbers 
slightly, and he doesn't let his wife 
help! 
 
Just remember Mark; Behind every  
successful keno winner is a wife in 
need of new clothes..... 



Wind’s coming from the left. 
Downright howling, pushing every-
thing right. It is tight down that 
side too—trees, sand, scrub, wa-
ter, a course designers idea of hell.  
Recently your slice has found an 
extra gear. 
The ball begins to climb. Perfect 
you feel just like Jason Day.  But 
then the damned slice spin does a 
deal with the devil and begins to 
fade right.  
Better play a provisional because 
you have only  three minutes to 
look for the ball. You find the ball 
just in time but it’s under the face 
of a bunker. Your playing partner is 
in the middle of the fairway 50 me-
ters ahead of you but he still hits 
before you.  
You hit the bunker shot—perfectly 
you’ll tell your mates later– but it 
catches the top of the trap and 
falls straight down and hits your 
foot.  
You cut your losses and explode 
out the side of the bunker but the 
ball skittles across the fairway and 
ends up in a marked hazard. You 
step in and remove some stones 
and sticks. No penalty. 
A scrambled  shot out runs onto 
the green. A fluke but we will con-
tinue. So you mark the ball. Your 
partner is fiddling around with his 
bag and cant get his putter out. So 
you putt with the flag still in the 
hole. It smacks into the flag pole 
and the ball drops. No penalty.  
How good does that sound? 
Golf made simpler, quicker, less 
pedantic and not intimidating. That 
is the golf authorities plan  for the 
game of Golf from January 2019. 
These and other changes are the 
work of the Royal and Ancient Golf 
Club and the US Golf Association, 
who have been combining  to 

make, mould and massage the 
rules of golf  since 1952.  
“We want the rules of Golf  to be 
more easily understood and ap-
plied by all Golfers; be more con-
sistent, simple and fair.” 
You might say not beforetime but 
some things as detailed and even 
overwhelming as the rules, first 
cobbled together in 1744, can only 
be a laborious task.  As it stands 
now the game is governed by a 
rule book containing hundreds of 
rules and sub-rules,  a 500 and 
more pages “Decisions” Book with 
many hidden rules.  
Answers are sometimes hard to 
find as they may be in a number of 
places. The Rule book language is 
dense and complex, which can 
make it difficult to understand. You 
would think it hard to find any 
golfer, hacker or Pro and the new 
rules would apply to all, who 
would disagree.  
To continue on our mythical game, 
if on the second tee you slice your 
drive again and damage the driver 
as you bang it into the ground in 
anger, you need to learn to control 
your anger. But you also continue 
to use that Club despite its dam-
age. 
If you accidently move your ball 
while looking for it, there’s no pen-
alty. If you require relief with your 
second shot you can drop the ball 
from as little as 3cm above the 
ground. If you hit the ball into the 
bunker then under the new rules 
outlined in the document you will 
only draw a penalty from touching 
the sand with your hand or club to 
test the condition of the bunker, or 
with your club in the area right be-
hind or front of the ball, in making 
a practice swing for your stroke. 
And if by some act of god you actu-
ally get to the green and accidently 

move your ball or your ball maker 
there is no penalty which is good 
because you sign for a score of 111 
as it is. 
The rule revamp increases respon-
sibility on golfers  to be honest be-
cause they have more leeway. 
The executive director of R&A 
David Rickman, said that taking the 
layers of complexity was a trade-
off. While the rules are written in a 
more simpler manner, there was a 
confidence the honesty of players 
will not falter. “Time will tell if we 
are diluting ourselves” Rick Said. 
He explained the reduction in time 
for a lost ball was to quicken play 
but also based on an assessment 
that if you had not found your ball 
in 2 minutes your chances are very 
slim in finding it in the next 2 min-
utes. Five minutes is a long time!  
Two reasons why this review of 
rules will benefit the game, it 
makes golf more accessible and 
heaven forbid it makes Golf more 
fun!  
Some of the proposed rule changes 
 No longer a penalty for acci-

dently moving your ball 
whilst looking for it 

 No longer a penalty for acci-
dentally moving your ball on 
the outing green 

 You must replace a ball 
rather than drop a ball at 
that spot 

 A ball is lost if not found in 3 
minutes 

 No longer a penalty if you 
putt the ball on the green 
and it hits the unattended 
flagstick in the hole 

 You may keep using any club 
that is damaged 

 You are encouraged to play 
out your turn in a safe and 
responsible  way to save 
time. 

Golf Heads into Modern Age…. 



Promotions Report 
Another month gone in the blink of an eye....... 
Easter now just around the corner with Mothers Day not far after that!  
Don't forget to book in for our Easter and Mothers Day events, usually very popular and enjoyed 
by all! Our Big Easter Giveaway Night is on Thursday 13th April starting around 6pm. We have 
over 40 chocolate hampers to giveaway and with the max being 2 prizes per person. Your 
chances of winning a prize have never been greater! Remember you get a ticket into the draw 
with every purchase you make at the bar, the only catch is you need to be here on the night, its 
that simple! The Easter Bunny will be making a special appearance handing out FREE eggs to 
the Children! 
 
Friday Nights are a fun raffle night for the whole Family. Kids club has also been in such 
high demand that we have now increased the Day kids club is run from fortnightly to 
EVER WEEK. So if you want a relaxing night out with the hubby, sign the kids into the Kids Club 
room and enjoy a lovely peaceful dinner! On the mention of dinner please remember that while 
you may be waiting longer for your meals the Friday Night attendances are increasing so you can 
understand the immense pressure the Hot Wok & Grill are under. Please we ask for your pa-
tience and understanding!  
The Members Badge Draw is now up to $7000 and is drawn at 8pm. There is talks of start-
ing a Thursday Night Members Draw (Separate to the Friday draw) so watch this space for 
more information! 

 
Birthday Celebrations here at the Club with 
family and friends occur regularly. Pictured to 
the left last months 5 lucky Birthday Draws Win-
ners each pocketing $50! 
 
Pictured below Cath and Ray Blissett Celebrat-
ing their Birthdays together and also pictured 
our regular children celebrating a  birthday with 
an amazing Cake hand made by the very tal-
ented Kristy Royson! If you are in need of a 
cake I would Highly recommend her as I have 
eaten her cakes before and I can tell you they 
don't last long! 
 
Remember to keep using our FREE               
COURTESY BUS! Every Friday and Saturday 
Nights at the moment, we are hoping to ex-
tend this to Thursday Nights and also Sun-
day Afternoons. If you would be interested in 

the Bus on Thursday Night and Sunday Afternoon please let us know! 
Promotions Coordinator—Natasha Bolden 
 
 



Two people can never go to each others funerals.... 

Queue is just “Q” followed by 4 silent letters..... 

If a pregnant women goes swimming does that make her a human submarine?...... 

Do all dogs across the world bark the same language?...... 

If you drop a bar of soap does that make the soap dirty or the floor clean?... 

Today is the oldest you have ever been and the youngest you’ll ever be..... 

Once you have read the dictionary, every other book you have read is just a remix..... 

Why do noses run and feet smell?...... 

Bullets and fireworks are the only things that work after they have been fired....... 

Why is “W” called double U, shouldn’t it be called double “V”?...... 

And lastly think of life like a toilet roll, the closer you get to the end the faster it goes.!!!!!! 

Let’s Meet Lucas! 

Think about this…. 

Due to completing year 12 in 2016 at Mount Saint Patrick College Mur-
willumbah, this has given me more opportunities to work and compete 
in Australian National Ranking Events around the country.  
I currently work as a casual in the golf shop doing about 15-20 hours a 
week. I really enjoy working in the golf shop as it allows me to engage 
with members I already know and allows me to meet members that I 
have previously not known. This job gives me an understanding of how 
the operations side of golf works. I am always willing to learn new things 
and different rolls in the shop as it is important for me to gain a better 
understanding of how things run in the golf industry. I’m very grateful for 
the support people have given me whilst working in the shop. 
 
At the start of the year I decided to save my money from work and play 
some more tournaments around Australia. By doing this I have              

improved my Golf Australia Men’s ranking from 309 up to 29. My goal is to be in the top 10 by the end 
of the year. Due to some solid performances including a tied 6th at the NSW stroke play and a tied 
10th at the WA stroke play, also making the round of 16 in both the match play segments of the tour-
naments. These results have earned me a spot in the 2017 Queensland Men’s State Team, where all 
the other state teams play in the 2017 Australian Men’s Interstate Series at Melville Glades in West-
ern Australia from May 9-12. Due to making this team I will get an automatic start in the 2017 Isuzu 
Queensland Open which will be my second professional event as an amateur.  
 
A couple of weeks later I’ll be heading over to Northern Territory for the NT Men’s Amateur from May 
25-28, which is a four round stroke play event. I am practicing hard and always trying to improve. In 
the coming years I will be going to the Australasian or Asian Tour School to turn professional. My am-
bitions are to become a top 50 ranked player in the world on the PGA tour. If you have any questions 
about what events I’ll be playing in, feel free to come and ask me. Once again I’d like to thank every-
one for their support. 
 
Thanks Lucas Higgins 



Golf Program for April P A G E  7  

   20 Wharf St 

WE ARE TRYING TO GET THE COURSE OPEN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE! PLEASE 

CHECK OUR WEBSITE DAILY TO SEE WHEN THE COURSE IS OPEN!! 

 

Sunday 9th  Open day Individual Stableford Medley 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Monday 10th  Social Golf Day 

Veterans AM 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Tuesday 11th  Women’s Opal Day Single Stableford 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Wednesday 12th  Individual Stableford 9 Hole Warriors 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Thursday 13th  Women’s Single Stableford 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Friday 14th  GOOD FRIDAY 

                                     Open Day Individual Stableford Medley 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Saturday 15th.             EASTER SATURDAY 

                                     Individual Stableford in 4 Grades 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Sunday 16th  EASTER SUNDAY 

                                     Open Day Individual Stableford medley 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Monday 17th  Medley Individual Stableford 

                                     Social Golf Day 

   Veterans AM  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Tuesday 18th  Women’s Single Stableford 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Wednesday 19th  Individual Stableford in 2 Grades 

   9 Hole Warriors 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Thursday 20th  Womens Goodwill Plate Sinle Stroke 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Friday 21st   Open Day Individual Stableford Medley 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Saturday 22nd  Individual Stableford in 4 Grades  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Sunday 23rd   Individual Stableford Medley 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Monday 24th             Social Golf Day 

   Veterans AM 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Tuesday 25th  Anzac Day Public Holiday  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Wednesday 26th  Individual Stableford in 2 Grades 

   9 Hole Warriors 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

Thursday 27th  Women’s Single 

Stableford 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

Friday 28th  Open Day Individual  

  Stableford Medley 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

Saturday 29th   Individual Stable-

ford    in 4 Grades   

----------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday 30th                  Individual Medley  

  Stableford 

If you would like a copy 
of our 80th Anniversary 
history book, “With Pick 
and Putter” please write 
your name and number 
below and drop into the 
office with $10. This will 

get you a 6GB USB to 
keep, with a copy of 
the book. 

 
Name:______________ 
 
Number:_____________ 

6672 6702 
7 Kyogle Rd, Bray Park 



Good Melodic  
Live Music 


