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Well, here we are with the first month of a New Year almost gone, time flies when you’re having fun! 
 
As most of you would be aware Joe Chilcott has left the premises with his new wife for a stint in Singapore and we 
wish them all the best in that venture. Joe proved a valuable asset to the Club with his work on the Pro-Am and the 
establishment of the Golf Shop to the highest level. He built a strong business with proficient staff to support the 
needs of Members and Visitors…... a hard act to follow. 
This of course required the filling of that crucial position managing the Golf Shop and controlling golf activities on the 
course. Many thought the position filling was a given but as a Board due process was  required to ensure that the 
right person is selected not only for the Club but for that person themselves.  Being a Manager seems an easy task 
but with it comes responsibilities you would only understand if you have run a business or been a Manager.  Hence           
comments from some members that if a certain person didn’t get the job there “would be trouble” held no                
reasoning or part in the process.  
 
As a result of advertising and interviews the Board, through Gary Thatcher, has appointed Adam Causley to the            
position. Based on not just his experience in the industry and knowledge of the Club but mainly on the presentation 
of his thoughts on future direction. We are looking forward to implementation of these thoughts. 
 
The recent spate of hot weather brings with it some issues we need to keep in mind, firstly storms, it is the duty of 
everyone to be responsible for their own safety on the course. If in doubt head to the Clubhouse and continue the 
round when the storm has passed. The other issue is heat exhaustion, keep the fluids up, watch your partners for 
signs. Drink plenty of water. Be safe. 
 
The new deck is progressing slowly and the close of business over the Christmas period slowed the  process but we 
have agreed on a final design and costing are now being put together to ensure we get best value for our “bucks”.  
 
We have proceeded with the acquisition of the courtesy bus for the local area surrounding the Club. This is a service 
to members that allows usage of the bus, to take pressure off the car parking and mainly to ensure you can have a 
good time and get home safely, within the constraints of the law. Call the Club for pick up times and bookings. 
 
Friday nights continue to be a success with the raffle and Members Draw getting up there again, plus numerous 
other competitions with prizes to be won. So for a good night call the Club, get the bus, the rest is up to you. 
 
The new 19th green is starting to take shape and it will not be long before we can start to use it to get on with works 
that are long overdue on a number of our greens to maintain the pristine condition we are used to. One at a time as 
scheduled. 
 
Graeme Trew is off overseas to coach in China and we wish him the 
best of luck with that project. Graeme is in the process of appointing a 
replacement at the range. As soon as the appointment is completed 
we will distribute details to Members through the notice board, 
Newsletter, Facebook and anything else we have. 
 
Enough from me…..  have a safe and happy New Year! Good Golfing 
and see you at our Club. 
 
Chairman 
Keith O’Grady 

Chairman’s Corner 



Manager’s Report 
Congratulations to Adam Causley on his appointment as Golf           
Operations Manager. Adam has always done a great job over the 
last few years and deserve the recognition and responsibility of the 
position. I look forward to working with him and seeing what new 
fresh ideas he comes up with. I am confidant Adam will continue the 
good work done by Joe Chilcott over the past 6 years. 
 
It has been wonderful seeing so many visitors and members out on 
the golf course despite the very humid, hot 
weather. As Keith has said, make sure you 
keep your fluids up and look after your playing 
partners as heat exhaustion can be a  serious 
thing. After the green renovation the course is 
now back to looking it best! As reviewed by 
Aussie Golf Reviewer’s Facebook page, Peter 
Cullen stated, “It’s a fantastic course. Some of 
the holes on the front nine are as good as it 
gets anywhere in the world.” Picture shown 
taken by Aussie Golf Reviewer.  
 
Just a reminder to help the greenkeepers by 
driving on the buggy paths provided and          
adhering to the buggy no go area signs. 
 
Thanks to the Veterans Golf Club for purchasing the defibrillator for the club. The defibrillator is located at 
the bar and is a life saving device costing around $2400. Due to the price not many places are fortunate 
enough to have one so thanks again to the Veterans. Lets hope it is only there as a precautionary meas-
ure and won’t be required to be used.  
 
Good luck to Graeme Trew on his new adventure. His replacement should be announced in the not too 
distant future.  
 
Good Golfing, until next time, 
Gary Thatcher 
Secretary Manager 

Farewell words from Graeme Trew 
First of all I would like to thank all of the members who have supported us at the golf range over the past few years. 
You will be missed and I hope we can keep in touch through Facebook. 
I am not sure at this stage who the new golf range operator will be, but please pop your 
head in and say hi. 
I have spoken to several possible replacements and they have all assured me that they will 
keep the current classes going. 
I will be coaching a group of 12 students at the St Andrew’s Golf Club in Zhengzhou, China. I 
start off in Sanya which is on Hainan Island, China. 
I am in Sanya for 3 weeks, working with the juniors every day before we go back to St An-
drews. Back at St Andrews I work with the juniors  all weekend. 
Mon – Tue- Wed  and Fri I work with 2 juniors each day and have Thursday off. 
It will have its challenges I am sure, however I am looking forward to the whole experience. 
My contract is for 5 years and after my contract is finished I hope to move to Vietnam where a friend of mine has 
worked lined up. 
So good luck with your golf and I hope to catch up with some of you when I am back in town. 
Sincerely, 
Graeme. 

6672 6702 
7 Kyogle Rd, Bray Park 



Golf Shop Report 
I would just like to thank the Murwillumbah Golf Club Board of Directors for selecting me to be the new Golf Shop 
Manager. I appreciate the opportunity to continue the success of the Golf Shop and improve the overall service we 
provide to members and visitors. My goal is to create a more inclusive environment for Golf Shop staff encouraging 
new ideas and strategies with Communication among staff being a high priority. I believe with the proper training 
all Golf Shop staff will be able to perform the required operations confidently and more efficiently. 
I look forward to working with everyone. 
 
BUSY HOLIDAY PERIOD 
Perfect weather was the catalyst for a busy holiday period in the Golf Shop. We had many visitors frequent the golf 
course with a considerable amount using motorised buggies due to the summer heat. With the increased number 
of people entering the shop it naturally had a positive effect on our overall sales. I would like to congratulate the 
Golf Shop team for their dedication and work ethic throughout this hectic time where we also had staff changes to 
deal with. The patience displayed by Murwillumbah Golf Club members during this time was much appreciated. 
 
NEW GOLF SHOP STAFF 
Welcome to Brett Draman who most members will know from his work in the club bar and his performances on the 
golf course. Brett has a good knowledge of current trends in golf equipment and is an accomplished golfer. His  
positive relationship with staff and members will make him a great addition to the Golf Shop team. I look forward 
to working with Brett and sharing ideas for future success. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
During the next few months we will be running some of our major golf competitions for the year. 
Members are urged to enquire in the Golf Shop about the following: 
Earle Williams 4bbb Match play 
Men’s Foursomes Championships 

 
Adam Causley 
Golf Shop Operations Manager 

Happy Friday Night Winners 

Pictured is the luckiest Golfer in Murwillumbah, Alan Ryder along 
with Stephanie. They are joined by our Friday helper Kevin, in a 
very happy Birthday Hug! Congrats to these two on winning the 
end of Month Birthday Draw.  

Pictured is the beautiful Mary Atkinson presenting  the 
handsome Frank Monement  with $140 cash for picking 
the key in our Friday Night Promotion.  



Golf in Murwillumbah evolved in the mind of John Bromley, a public accountant, some 86 years ago. He 
gathered like-minded people and formed a club. These golfers built our first ever golf course in the middle 
of the Tweed River Agricultural Society Show Ground. Through tremendous hard work of many, four golf 
courses later, we now enjoy one of the top Golf Courses in the country.  
 
One Club member Mark Biltoft stands out. Mark, a dental surgeon, arrived in Murwillumbah in the 1990’s 
and became a member of the club shortly after arrival. He immediately took an interest in the clubs            
future. Few realise the enormous amount of time spent by Mark in pursuing knowledge he could impart 
in improving the golf course. 
 
Mark served for many years on the board, as Greens Committee Chairman, a position he relished. With 
his ability to marshal club members, he used the volunteer force to great affect in achieving course im-
provements in the area of fairway drainage works, tree planting, retaining works and introducing grasses 
that enhanced both fairways and greens. 
 
One of Mark’s on going achievements is to have made the course drought resistant by enlarging and 
deepening water bodies on the course. As well as the installation of bores into the aquifer to be drawn 
upon if and when the need arises.  While Chairman of the Green Committee he enjoyed the trust of the 
greens staff; encouraged their input in course maintenance and to urged them 
to visit other courses to gain knowledge to further improve the standard of the 
home course. 
 
Without detracting from the extraordinary achievements of past and present 
members of Murwillumbah Golf Club...... without the driving force of Mark            
Biltoft the course today would not enjoy the attraction and standard that it has 
become. 
 
If you would like to read more about the history of our Club and its Golf Course, 
Members are advised that USB sticks are available from the office at a cost of 
$10 each, this includes a USB stick to keep. 
 
 

Mark Biltoft - Many Thanks!!!! 

Top Tips For Great Golf- Matching the sand to your swing in bunker play 
When playing a bunker shot, the amount of sand you take has to match the length of your swing. In other 
words, if you take a lot of sand you have to make a bigger swing, if you take a small amount of sand you 
make a smaller swing. In a normal bunker swing, the follow through should almost be a full follow 
through and slightly open your club face so you use the bounce of the sand iron to skip through the sand. 

Golf Pop Quiz 
Q) Provided the Ball’s position on the green doesn't change, can you rotate the ball for alignment purposes 
without marking it first? 
A) No. You must first mark the ball’s location before rotating it to aim any logo for alignment. Penalty one 
stroke. To save time, you can use the toe of your putter to mark the ball’s position. Beats fishing for a 
coin.  



Promotions Report 
Reminder to all the men out there...... Valentines Day is coming up it is on 
Tuesday 14th February. The Hot Wok & Grill will be open with there full 
menu. Bring your loved one out for a delicious, well priced candle lit dinner.   
 
Bring out the Mexican Costumes......  

Our last Mexican Theme night was in 2015 and it 
was great to see so many members dressing up and having a great 
time with our Mariachi Band. The Great band is returning again so 

make sure you join us on Saturday 18th February for a fun Night 

out. There will be Raffles, Nacho special, and plenty of yummy frozen 
margarita special. (With our new bar blender, finally real margaritas will 
be here....) Fancy dress is optional (but you 
know you want too!)  

 
 
Trivia Nights have started back again for the year. Join Eric from the 
Bar for an entertaining night out. It is free to play and we give out great 
prizes every fortnight, as well as, run a yearly leader board where the 
winning team takes home $80 worth of loyalty point and two bottles of 
wine.  
 
Change to the Birthday Draw - Starting this year we will now be drawing five $50 draws on the 
last Friday of the Month instead of two $100 draws. Spreading the money around more and  
making more happy birthday winners smile! 
 
Natasha Bolden - Promotions Coordinator 
 
If you have any jokes or articles appropriate for the newsletter please send them to  
promotions@murwillumbahgolfclub.com.au or hand them to myself at the bar. Thank you!  

Tony Clark a true Gentleman... 
It was great to see so many turnout for the funeral of our                
beloved, retired staff member Tony Clark. It was fitting          
seeing the funeral service held here on the club grounds. 
Tony worked here at the Club for almost 20 years only     
retiring due to his on going heart condition. I had the            
privilege and honour of working with Tony in his last few 
years when he was still here at the club. Working in               
customer service can be tricky at times but I never saw Tony  
get into any confrontations. I never saw him get mad or 
raise his voice ever, which in this industry is very rare! He 
always had a smile on his face and was always up for a good 
chat. He  suffered life long heart conditions but unless told, you would have never known.  
He really was a true gentleman who taught me many things and I’m sure he will be missed by all those 
who knew him! 
-Natasha Bolden 



Great thoughts to  

make you a better Golfer 
Practice gratefulness, kindness, patience and golf..... 

Forgive bad shots...... 
Stay happy..... 

Today I choose to only see the good in my game...... 
Take control over your swing and your mind..... 

Smile often..... 
Take calm breaks between holes.... 

Use positive uplifting words.... 
Pay attention to your partners advice..... 

And finally notice all the beautiful things on our golf course.... 

Jokes to make you smile……. 

poo! 

Thanks Members for using 
the new cigarette butt boxes 



Golf Program for February P A G E  7  

   20 Wharf St 

Wednesday 1st  Individual Stableford in 2 Grades 

   9 Hole Warriors 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Friday 3rd  Blue Marker Day 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Saturday 4th   Monthly Medal in 4 Grades 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Sunday 5th   Open day Individual Stableford Medley 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Monday 6th   Social Golf Day 

   Veterans Individual Stableford In Grades 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Wednesday 8th   Individual Stableford with 4.B.B.B. Stableford Conjunction 

   9 Hole Warriors 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Friday 10th   Open Day Individual Stableford Medley 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Saturday 11th   Individual Stableford with 4.B.B.B.Stabeford in Conjunction 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Sunday 12th   Open Day Individual Stableford Medley  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Monday 13th   Social Golf Day 

   Veterans 2 Person Ambrose 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Wednesday 15th   Individual Stableford 

   9 Hole Warriors 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Friday 17th   Open Day Individual Stableford Medley 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Saturday 18th   Individual Stableford in 4 Grades 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Sunday 19th    Open Day Individual Stableford Medley Bring a Guest Day 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Monday 20th    Social Golf Day 

   Veterans Mixed & Members 4.B.B.B Stableford 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Wednesday 22nd   Individual vs PAR in 4 Grades. 9 Hole Warriors 

 

Friday 24th   Open Day Individual Stableford Medley 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Saturday 25th   Individual Vs PAR in 4 Grades 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Sunday 26th   Open Day Individual Stableford Medley   

 

Monday 27th   Social Golf Day. Veterans Individual Stableford in Grades 
If you would like a copy 
of our 80th Anniversary 
history book, “With Pick 
and Putter” please write 
your name and number 
below and drop into the 
office with $10. This will 
get you a 6GB USB to 
keep, with a copy of the 
book. 

 
Name:______________ 
 
Number:_____________ 

Women’s Golf every 
Tuesday and Thursday. 

They’ve Done What? 

Golf Australia, Football            
Federation Australia and Foot 
Golf Australia have signed a 
memorandum of                    
understanding to work                 
together and promote Foot 
Golf. The sport is played the 
same way as golf, except 
players kick a football                  
towards a larger cup. Foot 
Golf Originated in Europe in 
2009 and is said to be a                           
tremendous opportunity for 
golf  facilities to increase 
revenue and attract different 
Golfers...... 



Good Melodic Live Music 


